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RETAIL PRICES OF FOOD 577

T4BLE 2.—PER CENT OF INCREASE IN RETAIL PRICES OF 22 ARTICLES OF FOOD IN
1928 COMPARED WITH 1913

Per cent Per cent Per cent
R of increase of increase of increase
Article in 1928 : Article in 1928 Article in 1
compared compared compared
with 1913 with 1913 with 1913
96.7 Il Pork chops...____ 65,7 47.5
88.3 offee_._____ 65.1 42.3
88.2 || Flour.____ 63.6 34.5
76.8 || Bacon____ 63.0 29.1
76.7 || Bread___ 62.5 17.7
75.6 || Milk____ 59.6 14.9
74.4 || Potatoes__ 58.2
74.2 || Plate beef _____ 77" 57.0

Trend of Retail Prices of Food, 1890 to 1928

TasLe 3 shows by index numbers the trend in the retail cost of food
in the United States from 1890 to 1928. The percentage increase in
the cost from 1890 to 1928 was 121.7. From 1920 to 1928 there was
a decrease of 24.1 per cent. Prices in 1928 averaged 0.7 of 1 per cent
lower than in 1927.

TasLE 3.—INDEX NUMBERS SHOWING TREND IN THE RETAIL COST OF FOOD IN
THE UNITED STATES, BY YEARS, 1890 TO 1928 1

[Average for year 1913—100.0]

Index Index Index Index

Year number Year number Year number Year number
60.6 || 1900 68.7 203. 4
70.6 i 1901 L5 153.3
69.3 || 1902___ 75.4 141.8
71.0 || 1903 75.0 146.2
67.8 | 1004 __ 76.0 145.9
66.5 || 1905___ 76. 4 157.4
64.9 || 1906 78.7 160. 6
65.4 ) 1007, 82.0 155. 4
67.1 || 1908 84.3 154.3
67.7 || 1909 88.7

! The number of articles included in the above index numbers has not been the same throughout the

period of years, but a sufficient number has been used to represent fairly food as a whole. From 1890 to

“1907, 30 articles were used; from 1907 tg 1913, 15 articles; from 1913 to 1920, 22 articles; and from 1921 to 1928,
43 articles. The Index numbers have been so computed as to be comparable with one another.

Monthly Price Changes of Food, 1919 fo 1928

REeTAIL price movements during the period 1919 to 1928 for the
United States as a whole are shown in Table 4.! The year 1913
forms the base period, and average prices in all years and months
are measured in terms of average prices in that year. To aid in the
comparison there is also shown the per cent of increase or decrease
in prices for each Year or month as compared with the preceding
year or month. As will be seen, the retail cost of food reached the
peak in July, 1920, when prices were 119.2 per cent above the 1913
level. In March, 1922, prices had fallen to 38.7 per cent above the
1913 level, but they increased to 64.3 per cent above that level in
January, 1926, subsiding to 51.4 per cent above the 1913 level in

! Comparable information for the months of 1913 to 1918 inclusive, will be found in Bulletin
No. 396, p. 12,




